August 2010

Dear Parents and Guardians of Seventh Grade Students:

The seventh grade staff of Chimacum would like to welcome your student to seventh grade!  We look forward to meeting each one of you and getting to know you this year.  We believe that parents are an important part of the educational process and we appreciate the time and energy it requires to be actively involved in our school community.  Our team shares the philosophy that frequent communication will help all of us smooth the transition for students as they adjust to the differences between sixth and seventh grade.


One challenge for seventh graders is to adapt to having a greater number of teachers during the school day.  For this, and many other reasons, Chimacum Middle School maintains an integrated block schedule system when possible. The ‘exploratory’ classes meet fifty minutes each day.  Please feel free to check in with any one of us about this schedule.

Core curriculum this year will include Earth Science, Math, Language Arts and Social Studies (a combination of World Geography and U.S. History up to the Civil War).  Our core curriculum will be supplemented by a unit on local maritime history, which includes the opportunity for all 7th graders to get out on the water surrounding Port Townsend. 


Seventh grade students will need the following supplies next year.  We hope that receiving the list in August will help you get these materials purchased and organized prior to the start of the school year. 

PLEASE REMEMBER SUPPLIES WILL NEED TO BE REPLENISHED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR

******************************************************************

____colored pencils 





____scissors

____fine and broad tip markers (no Sharpies)

____ruler 

____college-ruled notebook paper



____scotch tape

____red, blue, black ballpoint pens



____glue sticks

____several dozen #2 pencils




____erasers
 

____2 composition-type notebooks





____hand-held pencil sharpeners

____package of 10 mini hot glue gun sticks (to be collected and used at the end of the year) 

____2 black Flair pens (to be collected and used during map work)

____3 separate one-subject spiral notebooks (college-ruled, to be left in class)

____3-ring binder  (should be used for math and science and to transport all school-work from school to home and back again.)

____2 pee-chee type folders (with pockets, for homework) 

All Middle School students will be required to purchase a planner from the school on Eagle Day or before school starts.  Please remind your student to take care of the planner; it is mandatory that lost planners be replaced.  Properly used, this tool will assist students in their organizational and time management skills.  Parents can check them regularly to find out when assignments are due; planners also have space for communication between home and school.  Students will be graded for planner completion in each core subject, and these grades will become a part of each core subject overall grade.  Your student should record in-class work, as well as homework assignments for every period of the day. 


Also, all 7th graders will be expected to purchase a display board for the Culture Fair this year.  These will also cost about $4.00.  We will inform you when it is time to make this purchase, probably in November.


Again, we look forward to this coming year and welcome questions you and your student may have!  Feel free to call the Middle School office at 732-4219.  Also consider contacting us via e-mail.  You can e-mail CMS staff by clicking on our names, which you will find on the Chimacum Middle School Home Page - http://www.csd49.org/cms/






Sincerely,

Seventh Grade Teachers






David DiPrete, Gretchen Berg and Anne Waring

