August 2010

Dear Parents of Eighth Grade Students:
The eighth grade staff would like to welcome your son or daughter back to the Middle School. 

We have high expectations for all of our students and will support them in having a successful 8th grade experience. We are committed to providing a quality education for your children.  We will be communicating with you on a regular basis by phone, by email, by meeting with you personally, and with progress reports; we believe that all of these are necessary to ensure the success of each student’s educational experience.  We hope you feel as positive about this as we do.

Next year our eighth grade staff will consist of the following personnel:

· Integrated Language Arts & Pacific Northwest History— Shannon Lowrie & Anne Waring 

· Math--John Jamison

· Science—Al González and a new staff member

· Special Education—Richard Preferment
We would like to take this opportunity to inform you of our terrific eighth grade outdoor education program.  Some of you may be parents of a veteran outdoor ed. student if your child attended Cispus as a sixth grader. Eighth graders will participate in a weeklong outdoor education experience at Camp David Jr. at Lake Crescent on the Olympic Peninsula.  During Odyssey, we have been able to visit the Dungeness Spit (science), the Audubon Preserve in Sequim, the Makah Museum (history), Rialto Beach, Cape Flattery, Salt Creek Tide pools, and the Hoh Rain Forest (science), just to mention only a few of the included experiences.  There is a $125.00 fee that covers the cost of four nights and five days at Camp David, recreation and museum fees, food expenses, and transportation costs.  We hope that by advising you of this expense early, it will be easier for you to budget for it.  Feel free to begin making payments in September, if monthly increments are a better option for you! A good time to check this out will be during Middle School Orientation, Thursday, September 2nd, – 6:30 – 8:00. Payment in full for Odyssey will be due the first week in May – 2 weeks prior to the trip, which is May 16th – 20th, 2010. Partial fee waivers are available on a limited basis so please be sure to make these arrangements in advance. There are at least eight adults/staff members attending and ten high school counselors.  We will include as many parents as we can - be ready to volunteer to join us!

Parents, in closing, we would like to welcome you to the extended “family” of Chimacum School.  One of the things our staff takes pride in is the fact that our community supports us so enthusiastically and completely.  We'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for that, and let you know how very much we care about you, your children, and their quality education.  If you have questions, please call the Middle School office at 732-4219.

  








Sincerely,

Eighth Grade Teachers

SUPPLY LIST FOR 8TH GRADE STUDENTS IS ON THE BACK!  PLEASE SEE THAT YOUR STUDENT COMES PREPARED AND STAYS PREPARED FOR SCHOOL!   

THANK YOU!

	Your shopping list for student supplies in the fall must include at least the following:
	How these items will be used:

	1 three-ring binder
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE - this is a storage place for binder paper and pencil pouch, which should be packed with other classroom items.  This does not have to be an expensive item, but it will need to hold up!  Please check it frequently to see that your student is keeping it stocked to be ready for school.

	notebook paper    (500 sheet pack)
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	1 pencil pouch to fit general binder
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	Asst. blue or black ink pens + at least 3 red pens
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	24 pencils  #2 lead  (2-3 at a time in pencil pouch)
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	2-3 erasers   (2 –3 inch – pink)
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	1 Ruler

2-3 glue sticks

1 scotch tape

1 set colored pencils  (set of 12) 

1 protractor/compass
	GENERAL SCHOOL USE

	2 SINGLE SUBJECT spiral notebooks -70 pages ONLY!    (PLEASE – NOT THE KIND THAT HAVE dividers for different subjects)
	Language Arts – Pacific Northwest History (PNWH)

1 for Reading and Writing

1 for PNWH

	2 –100 page spiral graph notebooks 

(for example - NORCOM – 4 squares per inch #77105)
	FOR MATH

	1 Box Colored index tabs (these adhere to pages in their spiral notebooks to make different sections)
	FOR MATH and possibly L.A. & PNWH

	1 TI84 graphing calculator

OPTIONAL
	OPTIONAL

	1 80+ page composition lab notebook hardcover – (NOT GRID) different than spirals – whatever is easiest.
	for Science

	Pens, pencils (regular & colored), notebook paper, and erasers – ALL are daily needed tools for being a student – & are expected to be maintained by students thRoughout the school year. your teachers and the school can no longer supply these!!!


