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Chimacum High graduates its 100th class
A century! Chimacum High School
graduated its 100th class in June. As
friends and families looked on, the
soon-to-be grads marched the aisles
of Fort Worden’s McCurdy Pavilion to
stand as a class for the last time.
“Perspective is something that you
need to be able to get through the hard
times, and nothing brings perspective
to my life better than some of the
stories I’ve heard about my family,”
said valedictorian Christina Bell.
Her family’s tales include dramatic
sagas of ancestors, who should never
have survived their ordeals. But they
all did.
“My family made it through their
tough times, and so can I, especially
when I realize that their tough times
were so much worse than mine… We can
overcome seemingly insurmountable
obstacles because we know that others
have done it before us,” Christina said.
“Let’s encourage others to grow, learn
and succeed, as we have. Leaving our
legacy as the 100th graduating class
behind, let it be a legacy of kindness
and strength, of stories of challenges
overcome, passed on to those in need.”
In 1993, Jimmy Valvano was
awarded the first Arthur Ashe Courage
and Humanitarian Award two months
before he lost his battle with cancer.
He said, “There are three things we all
should do every day… If you laugh,
you think and you cry, that’s a full day.
That’s a heck of a day.”
Class-elected speaker Nathaniel
Miller shared the college coach’s
wisdom, adding, “What has caused

Michael Gepitulan, Erin Crouch, Zach Riggle, Molly Hinds and Trevor Bill
pause for a photo minutes before marching the aisles of McCurdy Pavilion.
me to spend time in thought are the
life lessons my parents have taught
me… I can tell you one of the most
important ones: Life isn’t fair. There
will be hard times in your life that
you can’t control. There will be times
where you will want to blame others
for whatever happened... Blaming
yourself or other people won’t solve
the situation. The best and healthiest
option is to push forward from whatever
happened and not to dwell in the past
all your life: think about how to move
ahead,” he added. “Class of 2018… We
are notorious, cocky and disruptive, but
that makes us fantastic and memorable
at the same time.”
Salutatorian Sabastian Stanton
said, “I am happy to have been able to

experience this ‘small town upbringing’
that we are all so fond of poking fun
at, living in rural Chimacum where I
can tell I’m home when I can smell
the scent of manure in the air… While
I adore this close community, I want
to experience much more than this
beautiful little peninsula can offer me.”
He added, “I’m not going to lie. I
am actually absolutely terrified of the
future, and the uncertainty, and what
will happen… there is no determined
path, only what we have learned this
far to guide us.”
Sabastian said, “You can change
your mind! The world can only hold
so many astronauts and archeologists…
Find your own purpose in life, and
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pursue it, because that is what matters
most. Do what makes you happy, and
if it doesn’t, you can always reverse
direction, even if it sets you back a
while… It is never too late to turn your
future around and to put yourself back
on the path to your ambitions, even if
you realized them a bit later than those
around you.”
Class president Halli Trafton
discovered, “As we grow and learn
and change, words begin to take on
different meanings… the simplest, most
mundane words are the ones that have
the most significance—words such as
community, family, gratefulness and,
especially, home.”
“Home is not always where one
lives or resides. Home can be a person,
or a place, or a feeling… not always
familiar or usual… simply wherever
you feel the most alive, as if when you
saw or touched or felt it, you sensed
that you were a little bit more whole,
if only just for a second,” Halli said.
“You carry them with you, in your mind
and soul and heart, so long and so deep
that they become a part of you—a part
so securely connected that you could
never be separated, because when
your home becomes a part of you, you
become your home… They exist here
in my soul, filling me with love and
happiness and a sense of belonging no
matter where I am.”

★

★

CHS faculty chose Katrina Westfall
to speak. And she LOVES to talk.
Except for that dark time in sophomore
year, when the teen left CHS for Iowa.
“I was too busy filling my mind
with self-pity, too busy talking in my
head instead of to the people around
me. The less I used my voice to express
what I was feeling, the further I fell into
darkness and the closer I actually was to
giving up on life,” Katrina said, adding
she had surrounded herself with people,
who would tear themselves down. “I
realized that they deserved better… and
after some time, it dawned on me that I,
too, deserved better than the way I was
treating myself.”
Gradually things did change. Katrina
began to speak up. Rediscovering her
voice, she ultimately returned to CHS
to stay with her best friend’s family.

★ ★

★

Class of 1919
Principal Brian MacKenzie told of
the deeply troubled times of those first
Chimacum High School students.
1917: The U.S. joined World
War I, a conflict that killed 116,516
Americans in 18 months. Farms
expanded production to feed our allies
overseas, while civilians sacrificed to
free up food for the troops.
1918: While WWI continued to
rage, the Red Scare broke out, stoking
fears that radical terrorists and Russian
agents would attack America and
destroy our democracy.
1918/19: As the war was ending,
the Spanish flu pandemic hit. Schools
across the country closed, while the
virus killed 675,000 Americans in
just four months. The steel mill in
Irondale—having reopened to supply
the war effort—shut down for the last
time. The postwar economic crash
caused one out of five locals to leave
Jefferson County to find work.

Boys tennis team GPA’s impressive
The Chimacum/Port Townsend
co-op boys tennis team was named
the 2017-18 WIAA/Dairy Farmers of
Washington/Les Schwab Tires Spring
Team Academic State Champions.
Combined, the team had a 3.794 grade
point average.
CHS seniors were Tiburcio Brennan,
Thanachanok Lamaichampa and

Nathaniel Miller. CHS underclassmen
were Elijah Bufford, Jonah Diehl,
Zachary Engle, John Gibbons, Jure
Klaric, Mason Lawson, Jason Pina and
Rowan Powell. Port Townsend players
were Emmett Erickson, River Kisler,
Isaiah Treibel and Jack Treibel.
Each was awarded a medal and a
patch for his letterman jacket.

Class of 2018 is CHS’
Centennial Class
Tiburcio Brennan is holding a Chimacum Centennial Class
Medal. One was presented to each member of the class
thanks to the CHS Class of 2018 Parent Group.
Tiburcio logged 427 community service hours. He
volunteered numerous hours with the Chimacum Band
Booster Association, Olympic Peninsula Homeschool drama
productions, Young Life Olympic Peninsula and St. Mary’s
Star of the Sea Catholic Church.

Top of class: Christina & Sabastian
★
★

★

Class of 2018 motto
“We know a little about a
lot of things; just enough to
make us dangerous.”
Dean Winchester

★
Class flower
White rose

Valedictorian
Christina Bell
4.0 grade point average
Attending Brigham Young University
Studying Geology
Parents: Wesley and Rachael Bell
of Port Ludlow

CHS serves others
Chimacum’s Class of 2018 logged
8,042 community service hours!
Sixteen graduates earned a Gold
Service Award for 200-plus hours of
community service; two earned a Silver
for 150-plus hours; and seven earned a
Bronze for 100-plus hours.
As part of their graduation
requirement, Chimacum High School
students must complete at least 55
hours of community service. It’s our
way of giving back to the community,
while teaching students the value of
service to others.
Well done, Class of 2018!

★

★

Class song
“Don’t You
(Forget About Me)”

★

Simple Minds
Written by Steve Schiff
& Keith Forsey

★

Salutatorian
Sabastian Stanton
3.968 grade point average
Attending university Winter 2019
Studying Criminal Justice
Parent: Jennifer Blais of Chimacum

CSD facilities & tech levy passes
Thank you, voters! With a 58.73 percent YES vote, as of press time,
Chimacum’s replacement Capital Facilities and Technology Levy, on the
August 7 ballot, has passed.
The 2012 six-year capital levy allowed major improvements to our
campuses. With the 2018 levy passage, we can now further our mission to
continue making facility improvements, focusing on safety and maintaining
the best of the spaces the Chimacum School District owns.

★ Running Start
Three of Chimacum High School’s
Running Start students received their
Associate of Arts degrees, as well as
high school diplomas. Congratulations
Gladys Hitt, Marley Music and
Katherine Nydegger!
Chimacum School Board:
Sarah Martin
Jack McKay
Robert Bunker
Mike Gould
LuAnn Rogers

Owen Brummel was awarded
$120,000* to study environmental
science and music at Pacific
Lutheran University. Halli
Trafton, who will also head to
PLU, will be studying nursing
with her $116,500* in scholarships.
*

includes renewables
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What’s next for the Class of 2018?

★

Grads awarded $494,400
➤ 52.77 percent of the 72 graduates are continuing their education.
➤ 18 are going to a four-year college or university.
➤ 18 head to community college or vocational school.

Twenty-two grads
were awarded $494,400*
in total scholarships,
including renewables;
$186,200 was for their
first year of schooling.
Our local community
gave $266,600. Of that,
$100,700 was for their
first year, $165,900 was
in renewables.

★

➤ 4 are going into the military.
➤ 3 Running Start students received an Associate of Arts degree, as well

as a high school diploma.
➤ 22 were National Honor Society members.
➤ 22 had a 3.5, or higher, grade point average.

★

➤ 11 were Washington Legislative Scholars for District 24.
➤ 10 were Washington State Honors Award recipients.**
➤ 4 were Washington State Principals’ Scholars.***

★

➤ 32 attended Chimacum for all 13 years of school.
➤ 1 is a foreign exchange student and not included in these statistics.

GO COWBOYS!

★

*

This excludes military signing bonuses.

**

They were among the top 10 percent of students
graduating this year in the state, as determined by an
index of grade point averages and SAT/ACT college
entrance exam scores.
***

The top 5 percent of this graduating class.

