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Chimacum bids adieu to Class of ’17 grads
Seventy-eight graduates marched
arm in arm, two by two, down the aisles
of McCurdy Pavilion, when the Class
of 2017 joined together for the last
time. Twenty-five of them had gone to
Chimacum for all 13 years of school.
The 99th CHS graduating class left
its mark in community service, tallying
nearly 10,000 volunteer hours.
Class President Alice Yaley
envisioned the students’ roots joining
to form a unified trunk.
“Heading into our future, we can
envision the uppermost parts of that
tall tree trunk, branching out again.
Those branches represent the decisions
we will make as individuals, as we go
our separate ways... Today marks the
beginning of that transformation,” Alice
said. “Over time we find ourselves
wanting to row away from the place
we’ve come from. But no matter how
hard we try over the years to row away,
we will always be a part of Chimacum.
Being from here isn’t something we can
escape, but that we should be proud of.”
Class Elected Speaker Jack
Meissner recalled his experience,
as a shy kid on the eighth grade
Olympic Odyssey outdoor adventure.
Hikes, 24/7 time with classmates,
discovering a dead whale, skits... a
truly transformative experience for the
young Jack.
“Through the incredible experience
of Odyssey, I went from socially
awkward introvert to a much more
outgoing person. This change in myself
helped me became co-captain of both
the drum line and the track team. And
I wouldn’t be speaking here in front of

Ælfhild Wiklund, Cianna Boyd, Jacob Kirsch, Amy Plastow and Gabriella
Correa earned their Associate of Arts degrees, as well as their high school
diplomas. Running Start students, not pictured, who also participated in the
college program: Emily Amos, Dawson Creswell, Morgen Hartnett, Jacob
Pederson, Samantha Raines, Kathryn Smith and Holly Snider. Morgen, Emily
and Samantha have applied for their AA.
you without it,” Jack said. “Change is
such a huge part of life. And while it can
be unnerving to undergo great change,
new experiences bring rewards rich
enough to outweigh the challenges we
face along the way.”
Faculty Elected Speaker Skylar
Kindred shared of her journey from
being the young Thai, Thanakamon
Lamaichampa, to the naturalized U.S.
citizen, Skylar Kindred. The name
change was her choice. Her trek to
Chimacum was a benefit of a love story
between her mother and American
stepdad. At 13, “Fah” came to the
States, with minimal English, in awe

of the Northwest’s massive trees, and
a drive to make the most of the life she
was given.
Already enlisted in the U.S. Navy,
Skylar addressed her parents, “I will
use all of my power to make you
both proud. And I would like to thank
all of my teachers for sharing your
knowledge and experiences. You all
have taught me many things: how to
express myself, how to share, and most
important of all, how to love.”
Salutatorian Ælfhild Wiklund
focused on climate change in

.
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Holly & Ælfhild earn highest GPAs
Class of 2017 motto
’90s Save The Best For Last
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Class flower
Hydrangea

★

Class song
“Ain’t No Mountain
High Enough”

Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell

Valedictorian
Holly Snider
4.0 grade point average
55+ community service hours
Attending San Diego State University
Studying Environmental Science
& Sustainability
$4,600* initial scholarships
$4,500* renewable scholarships
Parent: Paula Snider of Port Hadlock
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Final scholarship totals may have changed

Meet CSD’s new administrators
Mark Gudger
CHS Dean of Students

Salutatorian
Ælfhild Wiklund
3.99 grade point average
200+ community service hours
Attending The Evergreen State College
Studying Marine Science & Ecology
$5,050* initial scholarships
Parents: Glenn Woodbury & Dianna
Wiklund of Nordland

★
Jason Lynch
CES Principal

Holly Patton
Special Education

Brian MacKenzie
CHS Principal

★

.

CHS legacy of community service

Grad speeches

Continued from page 1

her tale of HyTOx, The Highly
Anthropomorphized Water Molecule.
The story took us through the seasons,
from HyTOx’s thawing in the Arctic to
his landing on the tongue of the young
Marrowstone Island scientist, dancing
in the rain. Curiosity sparked, Ælfhild’s
research on the delicate balance of life
under Arctic extreme conditions led her
to her future plans.
“This is how I want to change the
world for the better,” she said. “This is
my dream: to gain knowledge and guard
life. And my chosen medium is science:
marine ecology, environmental science
and related fields.”
Valedictorian Holly Snider said,
“I’m speaking to you today because
of my grade point average. However,
my GPA and life advice skills have
absolutely no correlation.”
But Holly did learn some things
along the way. “Mistakes are a good
thing... Failure is the best way to learn...
A quote I learned from Mr. Miller
that used to infuriate me, that I have
now come to love is, ‘Jumping from
failure to failure with undiminished
enthusiasm is the key to success.*’ So,
be brave enough to fail.”
Holly recalled, “The most monumental revelation I have ever had...
looking back at my life in Chimacum
School. I literally threw my hands up
and said aloud, ‘It’s just a GPA.’... this
does not, and will not, define me as a
person... from here, it is in my past. It’s
time for all of us to go on and achieve
new goals and exceed other standards.”
*

Savas Dimopoulos/Winston Churchill
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Jack Meissner, Katryna Brakeman,
Forrest Brennan and Kathleen Hills,
just moments before graduation.

★

Principal David Carthum with Skylar
Kindred, outside of McCurdy Pavilion, the
refurbished 1921 balloon hangar. Skylar,
chosen by the faculty to speak at graduation,
organized a 5K run as her senior project.
Proceeds went to Feed the Children.

The Class of 2017
accumulated nearly 10,000
hours of community service.
Teacher Gary Coyan gave some
details at graduation, “The class
of 2017, in particular, leaves
behind a legacy of kindness
and community service. It was
revealed to me most of all while
watching students present their
senior projects.
“Class of 2017, you have
done so much to benefit your
school and community, but
your work is far from finished.
...Choose a path that will make
a difference in this world and
never shy away from a new
challenge; just look at what you
have already accomplished.”

A few highlights:
• Made CHS the first high school Bee Campus USA in the nation, providing
a safe place for pollinators of all types.
• Created a fund raiser that raised $12,000+ for athletics and ASB.
• Helped low-income families build their own homes.
• Volunteered at Center Valley Animal Rescue.
• Created a monthly newsletter celebrating Chimacum’s heritage.
• Helped build/maintain a worm composting bin to reduce CHS food waste.
• Raised $800+ dollars for InvestED to provide financial help for students
in need.
• Founded a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) club, so all CHS students have a
safe place to be themselves.
• Created a documentary to give a voice to those suffering from the effects
of drug and alcohol abuse.
• Organized several sports camps/workshops for young people.

★
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Carter McCleary received $94,900* to study Physics
and Chemical Engineering at Willamette University.
Taylor Carthum will attend Washington State
University with $10,200 to study International
Business. With an AA already earned, Amy Plastow
has $13,800* toward her next two years, studying
Communications at WSU. (Amy’s photo is on page one.)
*
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What’s next for the Class of 2017?

Grads awarded $219,505
➤ 64 percent of the 78 graduates are continuing their education.
➤ 18 are going to a four-year college or university.

29 students were awarded
$219,505* in scholarships,
i n c l u d i n g re n e w a b l e s ;
$144,005 was for their first
year of schooling. Our local
community gave $126,605.

➤ 32 head to community college or vocational school.
➤ 1 is going into the military.
➤ 5 Running Start students received an Associate of Arts degree, as well as

a high school diploma. An additional 3 have applied for their AA.

*

★

This excludes military signing bonuses.

★
➤ 20 had a 3.5, or higher, grade

point average. 21 were National
Honor Society members.
➤ 5 were Washington State

Honors Award recipients.**
**

★

They were among the top 10
percent of students graduating
this year in the state, as
determined by an index of grade
point averages and SAT/ACT
college entrance exam scores.

